
Fellowship Baptist Church, January 15, 2017 P.M. 
Message: “Yet, They Believed Not”—John 12:37 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Our text is a very sad verse.  Jesus had done many miracles yet they  

                               believed not!  They saw the power of God and rejected it.   

I.  A warning given—v. 34-36 
 A.  A question asked by the Jews—v. 34 
  1.  The Messiah is to abide forever, why do you say He must die? 
  2.  Who is the Son of Man? 
 B.  The light is here for a short time—v. 35, 36 
  1.  The application to Jesus—He would soon go back to the Father. 
  2.  They must walk in the light while they have it. 
 C.  Decisions for God must not be put off— “Jesus hid Himself from them” 

—v. 36 (Ps. 95:7-8) 
  1.  God will not always speak. 
  2.  There are times when the light is dim. 
  3.  There are times when there is no light. 
 D.  We are warned not to make the same mistake the Jews made—Heb. 3:7-4:8 
 
II.  The warning not heeded—v. 37-42 
 A.  The miracles were signs pointing to Jesus as the Christ. 
  1.  Nicodemus’s testimony—John 3:1, 2 
  2.  The Jews question –John 7:31 
  3.  The purpose of the signs recorded in John—John 20:30-31 
 B.  John refers to two passages in Isaiah—v. 38-41. 
  1.  The first is Isiah 53:1, the rejection of the Messiah because of His humble  
   coming and suffering. 
  2.  The second in Isa. 6, rejection because of the hardness of the heart. 
 C.  The dangers of not heeding the warning: 
  1.  The heart becomes hardened through the deceitfulness of sin—Heb. 3:12-13 
  2.  We will not always have the light—John 12:35 
  3.  We may become distracted by other things —Matt. 13 (Parable of the Sower). 

4.  We may not get another opportunity—II Cor. 6:1-2 
 
III.  The warning heeded—v. 43 
 A.  Two of the chief rulers who believed are mentioned in scripture. 

 1.  Nicodemus—John 3; 7:50; 19:39. 
 2.  Joseph of Arimathea—John 19:38 
B.  Others also believed but would not speak out publicly because of fear. 
C.  Do not be a secret disciple. 

 
CONCLUSION:  The warning is to believe while you can.  When God speaks listen.  Do not put off 
your service for God. 


